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Egyptology, while being one of the best known and perhaps, to the general public, the
most popular aspect of the study of antiquity, has always been a fascinating combination
of a wide range of methods of inquiry ttee past, from architecture and art, through
philology and literature, and other aspects such as bioarchaeology and materials science, to
name just a few. In fact, some of the earliest utilizations of interdisciplinary approaches in
the study of antiquityvere attempted in relationship to the early remains from Egypt. At

the same time, in the last few decades much of the archaeological research in Egypt has
been somewhat conservative, not always keeping up to the pace (both methodologically
and theoreticajl) with broader developments in the field of archaeology, perhaps, due to
the fact that being, to a large extent, a-baded field of inquiry, methods of research

first developed and manifested in the study of nonliterary cultures were not sufficiently
utilized (a similar state of affairs has been claimed to exist in Oclassical archaeologyO and
Obiblical archaeology®). Thankfully, in recent years, it appears that Egyptology has come
of age, and a broader, and more interdisciplinary approach to the dtthiy past appears

to be the norm in current research projects.

The aim of the volume under review, to a large extent, as the title indicates, is to present
to the general public an overview of the current state of Egyptology. The volume seems
aimed to inerested and educated lay people, professional historian/archaeologists who deal
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with other fields, and, finally, students (undergraduate and grati:d wishing to get
an overview of various aspects of this field.

The volume, edited by Richard Wilkingoincludes three sections (with three chapters in
each sectiof altogether twelve chapters by various authors, each an expert in his or her
field, along with an introduction and overview by the editor. While some of the chapters
are more or less historicaverviews of the development of the particular field, others offer

a summary of the respective topic. Each chapter by and large provides a nice and relatively
up-to-date summary and overview of the relevant topic.

Following the general introduction byaeteditor, in the first section (OApproaches: Paths

to the Ancient PastO) there are three chapters. The first, by K. Weeks, presents an
overview of the development of Egyptian archaeology and a review of the current state of
archaeological research by orfettte premier and Ostate of the artO practitioners in the
field today. The second chapter, by D. B. Redford is a relatively brief review of the
interface between Egyptology and history and the use, misuse, and contemporary
relevance of Egyptian historicstudies. R. David, in the third chapter, reviews current
medical studies of Egyptian mummies. While detailed and very interesting, this chapter
seems much less general in focus than the two previous ones.

The second section (OMonuments: Structures for lifaisind the NextO) includes the
following chapters: (1) an overview, by S. H. Parcak, of the use of archaeological survey in
current Egyptological research, a methodology that was not sufficiently utilized until
relatively recently, stressing the utilayd potential of this avenue of research; (2) P. F.
Dorman discusses the practice of epigraphy, including recording techniques in current
research; and (3) M. Jones discusses site and monument conservation in Egypt,
mentioning the many challenges, andgttal destruction, facing many of the sites and
monuments in Egypt.

In part 3 (OArt and Artifacts: Objects as SubjectsO), there is a very nice, if very concise,
general overview of ancient Egyptian art by R. E. Freed, covering the main stages of its
devebpment; a very nice discussion of modern approaches to the presentation of
Egyptian finds in museums both in Egypt and abroad, attempting to focus on new
developments and methods for presenting the ancient Egyptian culture to the public,
with a particularemphasis on how to attract the young to this topic (by A. P. Kozloff);
and an overview of the application of modern methods of conservation on archaeological
objects from Egypt by S. GSnsicke.

The final section, part 4 (OTexts: Words of Gods and Memfdige three excellent
summaries of different aspects of Egyptian language and literature. J. P. Allen provides a
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stellar overview of the various stages of the Egyptian language, a summary that in my
opinion can serve as an introductory text to this foyare interested in an initial
understanding of the Egyptian language and its development. John and Ann Foster
provide an overview of the various types and modes of ancient Egyptian literature, once
again, an excellent introduction to this fascinating topioally, R. J. Leprohon reviews

the various types of religious texts in ancient Egypt.

The editor then presents a brief summary and view to the future of Egyptological studies,
which is followed by the bibliographical references for the various chéptach in
themselves are a very nice, initial bibliographical source for the various topics in the book).

All told, this is a very nice collection of introductory essays on various aspects of
Egyptology. Although the scope and coverage of these chaptars amiform, they can

serve quite nicely as a way to Oopen the doorO to the fascinating topics covered within the
field. While personally | would have added a few chapters to this volume (e.g., a chapter
on recent developments in the study of Egyptiattepp, such as seen in D. Arnold and
J.Bourriau, eds.An Introduction to Ancient Egyptian Pottery [Deutschen ArchSologischen
Institut, Abteilung Kairo, Sonderschrift 17; Mainz am Rhein: von Zabern, 1993]; and a
broad chapter on the utilization of archémgical science in Egyptology, such as is
manifested in publications such as P. Nicholson and |. Shaw,Aed&xyt Egyptian
Materials and Technology [Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000]), most topics
are covered, at least in a cursory manner.

The editor and publishers are to be commended for producing this volume, which will
make the study of modern Egyptology more accessible both to the general public as well
as to scholars who are interested in seeing the recent developments in the field.
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