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The modern Hashemite kingdom is a veritable mine of archaeological riches, spanning 
the Paleolithic through recent periods. Archaeological exploration of Jordan has provided 
some of the most important and groundbreaking finds, both on a Levantine, regional 
level but also on a worldwide scale. Due to the overall stability and openness to modern 
scientific research that the kingdom has benefited from over the last few decades, an 
astonishingly impressive amount of archaeological research has been conducted in 
Jordan, carried out by both local and foreign archaeologists. Fortunately, this 
archaeological research is also relatively well-reported, whether in the mandatory 
preliminary reports appearing in Annual of the Department of Antiquities of JordanÑ  
ÒmustÓ reading for all archaeologists of the Levant wishing to keep abreast of the findsÑ
or the excellent Studies in the History and Archaeology of Jordan, the proceedings of the 
regular conferences on studies on the antiquity of Jordan (so far of which nine volumes 
have already appeared), but also in recent years a steady flow of reports in international 
journals and, most important, many final reports. 

While the archaeological community working in Jordan is quite extensive and 
international, the North American presence is particularly impressive. A wide range of 
projects and researches have been conducted in Jordan, particularly in the last few 
decades, and have contributed substantially to the development of our understanding of 
the history and archaeology of Jordan from the prehistoric through the modern periods. 
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While the first North American expedition to Jordan can be dated to 1847, when U.S. 
Naval Lieutenant W. F. Lynch sailed down the Jordan River looking for a possible passage 
between the Red Sea and the Mediterranean, but most importantly providing important 
reports on what he saw along the way, it is only after the Israeli-Arab war in 1967, and in 
particular following the founding of the American Center of Oriental Research (ACOR) 
in Amman in 1968, that there has been a true ÒexplosionÓ of North American research in 
the country. Among the most noteworthy aspects of American research in Jordan are the 
ongoing collaborations that have developed with Jordanian scholars, something that has 
benefited both sides in many ways. 

This collection, expertly edited by Levy, Daviau, Younker, and Shaer (the first three who 
are themselves leading archaeologists working in Jordan) is published on the occasion of 
the tenth international meeting on the history and archaeology of Jordan, which was held 
in Washington, D.C., in 2007. In the volume, which has an impressive 494 pages and 
fifty-four chapters, the editors have collected papers by an almost exhaustive array of 
North American scholars (while mostly from the U.S., a strong Canadian representation 
is seen as well), spanning just about every aspect, region, period, and culture relating to 
ancient Jordan.  

Following the mandatory prefaces (by a representative of the Jordanian royal family, the 
director of the Jordanian Department of Antiquities, and the director of ACOR) and a 
collection of excellent maps of the archaeological remains in Jordan arranged according 
to the various periods, the volume is arranged in eleven sections, each covering a different 
theme. Due to the large number of chapters, I will not review all of them but rather will 
briefly mention some of the contributions appearing in these sections. 

The first two sections (ÒTheoryÓ and ÒHistoryÓ) have only one contribution each. The 
first is by O. LaBianca, who attempts to place the archaeology of Jordan in a more global 
perspective; the second, by N. Lapp, reviews the history of North American archaeology 
in Jordan. 

The third section (ÒMethodologiesÓ) is a very interesting section that discusses various 
scientific methodologies, from archaeological survey, through digitized field archaeology, 
to the use of GIS, carbon-14, and environmental archaeology. The topics discussed in this 
section (such as Levy and SmithÕs description of the Òdigital excavationÓ in the Edom 
Lowlands project) demonstrate clearly that some of the most Òcutting-edgeÓ archaeology 
in the entire world is being conducted in Jordan. 

The fourth section, ÒRegional ArchaeologyÑ Deep-Time Studies across Jordan,Ó includes 
nine chapters that describe one of the most important contributions of the North 
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American archaeologists to the study of ancient Jordan: regional archaeological studies 
that go beyond site-specific and period/cultural-specific studies. Whether focused on 
regional projects in which excavations were the primary tool or on projects at which 
survey was the main method of attaining data, the range of projects discussed is quite 
impressive, covering region and sites such as Faynan, Madaba, Hisban, Umayri, Jalul, 
Dhiban, Karak, and W. el-Hasa. 

The fifth section (ÒPrehistoric PerspectivesÓ) has nine chapters as well, once again 
spanning a wide temporal and cultural perspective, from the Paleolithic to late prehistory. 
Among the various papers one can note that by Rollefson and Kafafi, which reviews the 
finds at the very important Neolithic period site of ÔAin Ghazal, one of the most 
important and groundbreaking late prehistoric sites in the Near East. 

In the next section (ÒBronze AgeÑ Earliest UrbanismÓ), there are six chapters that cover 
projects dealing with the third- and second-millennium urban sites in Jordan, including 
the Early Bronze Age sites on the southeast side of the Dead Sea, Early through Late 
Bronze Age sites in the Jordan Valley, and sites in the area of Lajjun. Of note is the paper 
by Savage, Falconer, and Harrison, which attempts to understand the Early Bronze Òcity-
statesÓ from a different perspectiveÑ neither as cities nor as states. 

The next section (ÒEarly States and the Iron AgeÓ) jumps to the first millennium B.C.E., 
with only four papers that deal with various sites and regions during the Iron Age, 
including regional views on the Ammonite kingdom (by Daviau and Dion) and 
discussions of excavations at Kh. al-Mudayna, Dhiban, and Kh. al-Mudayna al-ÔAliya. 

There are also four chapters in the next section (ÒThe Edge of EmpireÑ Hellenistic and 
Roman PeriodÓ), including chapters on Petra and Aqaba. 

The ninth section is devoted to one of JordanÕs most important and well-known cultures, 
that of the Nabataeans (ÒNabatean Civilization and Its Jordanian Hinterland). Six chapters 
in this section discuss various aspects of Nabataean studies, from several studies on and 
around Petra and the fantastic finds at this world-famous site, through regional surveys 
with Nabataean finds in Southern Jordan and the excavations at smaller, lesser-known 
Nabataean sites. 

ÒTheocratic EmpireÑ The Byzantine PeriodÓ is the title of the following section, with 
three chapters discussing Byzantine-period finds from Petra and an interesting paper by 
Rose, el-Najjar, and Burke on human bioarchaeological studies of Byzantine-period 
remains from Jordan. 
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The final section (ÒIslamic Civilization in JordanÓ) includes four chapters on various 
aspects of the Islamic cultures in Jordan. This includes two chapters on the site of al-
Humayma, one on Umm al-Jimal, and a review of a regional projects in northern Jordan. 

All told, the volume contains a rich and interesting collection of various studies, covering 
many of the periods, cultures, and topics that are of interest to any archaeologist working 
in Jordan, the Levant, the Near East, and, to a large extent, any part of the world. While 
not all topics are covered, this is quite natural and understandable, since the collection is 
not a programmatic overview of the archaeology of Jordan but rather a review of the 
North American contributions to the topics. Clearly, however, these contributions are 
quite impressive, and I have no doubt that this collection will be a ÒmustÓ on the shelf of 
anyone interested in the history and archaeology of Jordan specifically and the Levant in 
general for many years to come. 


